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SOUTH WEST SCOOPS INNOVATION AWARDS

The South West Science and Industry Council is delighted to learn that the region
has collected an impressive number of awards in the Innovation category of the
annual Queen’s Awards for Enterprise.

The Queen's Awards are the UK's most prestigious accolades for business-related
achievement, recognising and rewarding outstanding achievement by UK companies.
They are presented in three separate categories: International Trade, Innovation and
Sustainable Development.

Of the 49 Innovation winners nationwide, 8 are based in the South West — almost
three times the number that were successful in the same category last year.

One of the South West winners is Bristol-based OC Robotics - the world leading
commercial manufacturer of snake-arm robots. Snake-arm robots are flexible robotic
arms which have many joints so they can access confined spaces. The company has
worked with some of the largest companies in the world across aerospace, defence,
nuclear and other industries, building snake-arm robots for a wide range of
applications.

Dr Rob Buckingham, Managing Director of OC Robotics, said:

“We are extremely proud to have been given this award. This achievement is a
testimony to the dedication of our employees, the support of our customers and the
expertise of our suppliers. The Queen’s Award recognises the hard work and
innovation that has gone into making snake-arm robots a commercial reality.”

The other South West Innovation winners are Alford Technologies Limited, Beamer
Limited, Centek Limited, Golf-Tech Limited, Knorr-Bremse Rail Systems (UK)
Limited, Renishaw plc and TRL Technology Limited.

Robin Gallimore, Chair of the South West Science & Industry Council, said:



“What strikes me is the variety of activity amongst the winners. This really plays to
the strengths of the South West, and the region’s diversity and creativity is
demonstrated by the number of Innovation awards received. Companies like these
will lead the way in the region’s economic recovery.”

A total of 194 Queen's Awards have been announced this year, the largest number
awarded in 44 years of the scheme. Overall, 135 companies have won Awards for
International Trade, 49 for Innovation and 10 for Sustainable Development.

Winning firms cover a vast range of business sectors and range from enterprising
small businesses with as few as two employees to household names.

Winners of The Queen's Awards enjoy widespread publicity, a company visit by a
Royal representative during the year to present a crystal bowl and a special reception
at Buckingham Palace in July. They are also entitled to use The Queen's Award
Emblem in advertising, marketing and on packaging for a period of five years as a
symbol of their quality and success.
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Notes to editors

1. The SWSIC is made up of science, business and academic leaders. Funded by
the South West Regional Development Agency, its aim is to ensure that the
incredible talent within the scientific, technical and commercial sectors of the South
West is brought together to raise the economic success of the region. For further
information about the SWSIC, please visit www.sciencesouthwest.org.uk.

2. The South West Regional Development Agency leads the development of a
sustainable economy, investing to unlock the region's business potential. It is helping
companies respond to the economic crisis and charts a course for recovery. The
RDA is developing or expanding initiatives which include: establishing a Business
Loan Fund; coordinating the response to large companies in difficulty; preparing for
economic recovery. More information can be found at www.southwestrda.org.uk.

3. For a full list of the successful companies in this year's Queen’s Awards, visit
http://www.queensawards.org.uk/business/business.html
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